SERIES: HEBREWS
1. HEBREWS: An Introduction

Text: HEBREWS 1:1-3
Ps. Johnny Lesnik Preached: 29" September 2025 @ Logan Christian Fellowship

We're going to begin our study through the **book of Hebrews** - chapter by chapter,
verse by verse. For husbands and wives here, please understand... if you ever have a
disagreement over whose job it is to brew the coffee every morning, the Bible says it's the
husband’s job. This says Hebrews, not Shebrews!

So, if you would turn to Hebrews chapter 1, we're gonna begin there, starting of course
with just the first few verses of the chapter.

### Scripture Reading

**Hebrews chapter 1, beginning at verse 1:** "God who at various times and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets has **in these last days spoken to
us by his son**, whom he has appointed heir of all things, through whom he also made the
world, who being the brightness of his glory and the express image of his person and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the
angels as he has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." NKJV

Today, we will only scratch the surface of these initial verses in order to have an
introduction to this letter. In fact, just be aware that I'll really only be laying a foundation by
looking at the first two verses. But | pray that you'll see why and that God blesses our time
together.

#H God Speaks

| love how this majestic letter to the Hebrews begins. | love just the first verse, now read it
to you again, the first verse and a half. I'll start at verse 1 and end in the middle of verse 2
where we read: "God who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the
fathers by the prophets has in these last days spoken to us by his son."

To me, there's something wonderful about the book of Hebrews and how simply it begins
just with one three-letter word: **God**. There's no attempt to explain God, there's no
attempt to prove the existence of God. For the writer of the Hebrews, this is a **given™*,
and he trusts that it's a given with you, that you know that by **creation and by
conscience** that there is a God in heaven who rules over the affairs of man.

Now, if we wanted to argue about the existence of God, we could do that. In fact, this has been
done over and over and over, thousands of times many have argued for the existence of God
through practical arguments, through philosophical arguments, through arguments from time,
design, consciousness, the ontological argument, the argument from conscience.... And you get
the idea. Now, that is all good to do but the letter to the Hebrews doesn’t do that. The letter simply
begins with the statement: “God, here He is, deal with it!” The author doesn’t try to explain all who
He is or why He exists... simply, “God.” And he goes on to say that there is a God in heaven and
He has done something amazing.... He has spoken to us! Wow!

Now, I'll unpack that quite a bit this morning, but let me just say that the existence of God isn’t just
about rational argument and debate... but it is also a matter of personal experience. We know that
there is a God in heaven, not just because we can physically see an amazingly intricate and
complex world all around us, not to mention our very beings.... But also because those of us that
worship Him, we have personally interacted with that God. Now this goes beyond what is tangible
and can be difficult to describe, it goes beyond philosophical argument or scientific analysis, but
for the majority of Christians, we can say that we have met God and have experienced Him in
some degree, and therefore we can say, “God exists.”
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But | will quickly add that we do not believe in God only because of our personal
experience! Why? Because somebody’s personal experience might be deceptive at some
point, it might be strange or bizarre, or a sign of mental iliness, or simply self-aggrandising,
ego-building, or worse. Even though your personal experience is important and meaningful
to you, it is NOT what persuades someone else about the reality of God'’s existence.

lllustration: There's an old story about a bank robber, it kind of illustrates the difficulty of people saying, "Well, listen, |
don't believe there's any God because I've never experienced him. I've never found God." So, here’s this bank robber:
there he is on trial at court, and they bring forth six witnesses who saw him rob the bank. And then when it's the bank
robber’s opportunity to defend himself, he's very confident about this, and he goes, "Your Honour, that's no problem.
You have six people who saw me rob the bank. Well, | have ten people who didn't see me rob the bank." & So, who
is going to persuade who in this story? Because there are 10 witnesses who didn’t see the robbery, will that change
the minds of the 6 who did see the robbery? No, it wont!

So, keep in mind that the letter to the Hebrews does not seek to convince you that there is
a God. It assumes that you know this... and the author quickly gets to the main point which
is this.... This God that we know exists, He speaks! And He has done this many times,
and in many ways — it is the way this God has revealed Himself to humanity. Look at it
again here in verse 1: "God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past
to the fathers by the prophets.”

And what are some of those ways God has spoken to humanity that the author is referring
to? It says various times, and in various ways, and through the prophets to the ancestors
of the readers, which are Jewish. Sometimes it was brought forth in parables, sometimes it
was brought forth in a historical story, sometimes it was brought forth in a prophetic
confrontation, sometimes in a dramatic presentation, sometimes in a psalm, sometimes in
a proverb, sometimes something else altogether. God spoke to the prophets of old in a
variety of ways. | mean, just think about it: He spoke to **Moses by a burning bush**, he
spoke to **Elijah by a still small voice**, he spoke to **Isaiah by a heavenly vision**, he
spoke to **Hosea through a family crisis**. Matter of fact, he spoke to the Prophet **Amos
through a basket of fruit**. | mean, you can go on and on in the different ways that God has
spoken by His prophets. But this is what | want you to understand as the writer of the
Hebrews looks back at the Old Testament, he says, "God spoke in times past through the
prophets.” In other words, this was **God speaking**, no matter who the human instrument
was, behind it all - God was speaking!

So when | read the prophet Isaiah, | understand that it's not just Isaiah, although God used his
personality, it's **God speaking through Isaiah**. As | read Moses in the first five books of the
Bible, | understand that it's not just Moses, it's **God speaking**. And there are some books of the
Bible in the Old Testament that we don't even know who the author was. For example, 1st and 2nd
Samuel, we don't know exactly who the author of 1st and 2nd Samuel was. Nevertheless, we
understand it to be the **Word of God**. You don't have to know the author of the specific book of
the Bible for it to be the Word of God, which kind of brings us to thinking about who the author of
the Letter to the Hebrews is and why was this letter written.

### Authorship and Purpose

You see, the letter to the Hebrews is one of those unusual New Testament books that has
**no authorship attributed to it**. He doesn't start out by saying, as so many of the letters in
there, "Paul, so-and-so to so-and-so" or "Peter, so-and-so to so-and-so." No, no, there's
**no name attributed** in the letter to the Hebrews. And this drives commentators and
scholars crazy, because if it doesn't have a name, we feel like we have to put a name upon
the book. In fact, in the King James Version, you might see a heading at beginning of the
book that say “The Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews”, and that’s because that was the
predominant opinion up until around the 1800s. However, when you read this letter,
nobody can say with certainty that it was the Apostle Paul.

P.7



Although there are some aspects that are similar to Paul’s style, it also is different to his
other letters that are in the New Testament. Other suggestions are that the author might be
**Apollos**, that man mentioned in the book of Acts. Some people say it was **Barnabas™*.
Others suggest it was Luke who transcribed one of Paul’'s sermons or words of
exhortation. Some have also suggested that it was Priscilla, who along with her husband
Aquila, taught the eloquent Apollos “the way of God more accurately” (Acts 18:26).
However, we do know that it was a man who wrote this letter because in Hebrews 11:32, a
word is used of the author that is called a masculine singular participle. In other words,
the author used a word that only a male would use to describe himself doing something,
not female. So, by this we know that it was a man who wrote this letter ruling out the last
theory about Priscilla. Ultimately, we simply do not know with certainty who the author is.

But more important than the human instrument that God used to write this book is the fact
that we have this amazing letter, and it perfectly fills in the part of the New Testament
canon of Scripture that would be missing if we did not have the letter to the Hebrews. For
example, could you imagine what the New Testament would be like if Paul’s letter to the
Romans was not in here? Then we would be missing the most complete, systematic, and
foundational theological explanation of the Gospel. We would be missing the deep
explanation of mankind'’s universal sinfulness, and how we have all sinned and fall short of
the glory of God. We would be missing the clearest teaching on justification by faith, and
how it results in our peace with God, our transition from slavery to sin to freedom in Christ,
the role of the Holy Spirit in believers, God’s plan for Israel and the Gentiles.

In the same manner, if we didn’t have Hebrews in the NT, then we would be missing the
clearest understanding of just how Jesus Christ fulfills and surpasses the entire Old
Testament system, how He is the ultimate Great High Priest, how He provided the once-
for-all sacrifice and New Covenant, and of course, we would be missing the most
comprehensive understanding of what faith is and the long line of the Old Testament
greats who demonstrated enduring faith!

So you see, it isn’t as important to know exactly who the human author was, but rather to
recognise that like all the other writings we have in both the Old and New Testaments, this

letter to the Hebrews is in our Bibles because it also is “God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17) So, ultimately, the real author of
Hebrews is the Holy Spirit who directed this letter to be written by an unknown person....
And so | will refer to the writer as “the author of Hebrews”, or | will say, “the Holy Spirit
directed this to be written.”

When was Hebrews written?

It is good to have an awareness of when the letter was written. There are some indicators.
It was definitely written after Christ’s ascension to heaven around 33AD, but before the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD.... Because the Temple of Jerusalem is still standing when
this was written. And this seems to be a Jewish community, not sure exactly where they are
located but it seems clear they are not in Jerusalem. None of them had ever met Jesus, everything
they knew about Him they got second-hand. There was no completed New Testament yet, and
whatever they knew about Jesus they knew directly from the mouths of the apostles and the
prophets — and by prophets, | mean New Testament prophets. So they were kind of second
generation Christians as a result of apostolic missionaries. They had time to mature and grow
spiritually. In Heb 5:12, the Holy Spirit says to them: “In fact, though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You
need milk, not solid food!” So they’ve had time to mature and grow, and the Jewish Temple
was still standing — so perhaps a likely time frame was between 60-69AD.

P.8



Why was Hebrews written and to whom?

To understand why this letter was written, it is important to try to understand to whom this
was written. And as the name of the letter itself suggests, it was written to Christians of a
**Hebrew or a Jewish background**.

There are three main groups of people to whom this letter was written, and you need to
understand this otherwise people mess up interpreting Hebrews chapter 6 which speaks
about those who fall away, and the impossibility of them being brought back to repentance.
There are three types of people in this Jewish community. This letter is not simply written
to “all Christians” — if it was then we have monstrous problems. And it’s not written to just
unbelievers because it talks about believers too much. There’s a combination in this
audience.

Firstly, yes, in this community there is a legitimate congregation of true believers in
Jesus Christ. They came out of Judaism, they got born again, received Jesus Christ as
their Saviour — they were Hebrew Christians. You see, in the early decades of Christianity,
followers of Jesus were not just seen as a fringe branch of Judaism, but more of a
movement. They would be called followers of “the Way” (Acts 9:2), because Jesus was the
way, the truth and the life (John 14:6), and later they were called “Christians” (Acts 11:26),
because they followed Christ. But it was understood that if you were going to be Christian,
then you were going to have to in some way, leave behind the traditional elements of
Judaism. And so, these Jewish believers faced a lot of blowback from their family and their
friends.

Think about it for a moment.... If you were a Jewish Christian in the first century, your
family and friends would be saying, “Why are you so into this Jesus thing? Why don't you
go to the temple and sacrifice anymore? Why don't you honour God through some of the
ancient rituals as we did before?" And there would just be something in your heart that
would want to say, "Listen, | love the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | love the Law of
God. But | also love Jesus who died on the cross for me, and was the perfect sacrifice for
my sin, and His blood has washed me clean. | love the one who the prophets spoke about,
because He first loved me, and He is my Lord. I’'m not leaving Judaism, but I'm now
following the one who fulfilled it.” You could just imagine how many early Christians would
say exactly that. Yet nevertheless, there would be a **constant and a severe pressure from
those around to come back**—"Come back, come away from Jesus, come back to
traditional, rabbinic Judaism, come back, come back, come back."

You know what these early Jewish Christians needed? They needed a voice that could
speak to them passionately and eloquently and tell them: **"Hold fast, stay grounded,
stay anchored in the faith** that has been delivered unto you. Don't stray from it.

Don't leave it."

A second group, are Hebrew non-Christians who are intellectually convinced, but have
not committed themselves to the Gospel. They’ve heard the truth of Jesus Christ, they
believe in Him intellectually, but they have not received Him by faith. Have you met anyone
like that? They are in every group where a church gathers. They are also here today
listening to me. People who are convinced that Jesus is the Christ but have never
committed themselves to Him, they haven’t received Him yet. They are who John

describes in John 12:42-43, “Nevertheless, many of the leaders believed in Him. But because of
the Pharisees they did not confess Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue. For

they loved praise from men more than praise from God.” In other words, they were ashamed of
Jesus and weren’t willing to make the sacrifice. So, in Hebrews, the Holy Spirit is exhorting
them to go all the way to saving faith. To go all the way to commitment.”
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In fact, at Charlie Kirk’s memorial service, many of the most powerful people in America’s
government were at that service, and they were exposed to a powerful message by Pastor
Rob McCoy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Both Donald Trump and Elon Musk, they both
heard the message, and even seem moved, and were more than happy to be amongst
genuine Christians. They are similar people like some of these amongst the Hebrews may
be intellectually convinced, but they do not want to take that step forward... because they
love the praise of men more than praise from God. They been enlightened, they’ve been
partakers of the Holy Spirit and tasted the good Word of God, and might be intellectually
convinced... but without true repentance or true commitment to Christ, they are still lost.
And these are those being spoken to in chapter 6.

And the third group addressed in this letter is simply Hebrew non-Christians — these are
those who were not convinced — which is simply the nation of Israel in general. In chapter 9
the Holy Spirit speak directly to the non-believing Jews and gives them enough information
to show them that Jesus is in fact who He claimed to be. For example, these verses are
directed at Jewish non-believers, not Christians, and not those who are intellectually

convinced... but non-believers.

9:14-15 — “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the
mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were
under the first testament, they who are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

9:27-28 — “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed
once to take away the sins of many; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation
to those who are waiting for Him.”

These and many more verses here are for non-believers in Christ, not for Christians nor
one who is convinced intellectually — but for those who need to know who Christ really is.
Do you see the difference? So, we need to understand which group of people the author is
speaking to. The general flow is to the believers — but every now and then, there are
warnings given to these two unbelieving groups — the intellectually convinced and the
unconvinced.

CONCLUSION

So the main message to the Hebrew believers will also be the main message we need to
hear today. Hold fast, stay grounded, stay anchored in the faith** that has been
delivered unto you. Don't stray from it. Don't leave it."

Hebrews is a very relevant book for you and | today because there are all kinds of things in
our present age that would shake us from our standing. If you think that somehow those
ancient Christians needed to be anchored but you and | don't need to, then | don't know
the world you're living in. **We need this.** We need something secure to hold fast to. We
need to learn how to **hold fast to who Jesus is and what He did for us on the cross**. And
this is gonna be all the predominant theme: **how to hang in there, how to not let go,
how to keep on going.**

Next time we are together in this letter, we will take a closer look at just why we should

continue on strong with Jesus — and it all has to do with who He is and what He has done
for us. That’s enough for this morning. May God bless His Word.
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